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now recognized to have been introduced from the south-
east oversea indeed, but by Minoan Cretans, long before
Phoenicians took to the sea at all. The word Phoinikes,
Red Men, indeed, as Myres has pointed out, need not originally
have signified Canaanites at all, but would apply equally
well to any bronzed southern seafarer. But the legend of
Kadmos is one of those which show how much of the old
history of the Aegean the Greeks had entirely lost in the course
of the Dark Age. (So too for them Minos, the priest-king of
Crete, has become simply an early Greek, and even, in fact, of
Dorian extraction.1) Still, the Melikertes of Corinth in whose
honour Sisyphos is said to have founded the Isthmia, does
seem to be Melkarth, the " Tyrian Herakles ", though the
similarity of name alone would not prove it. He is a sea-
spirit and a helper of sailors, and is said as an infant to have
been plunged by his mother Ino, in madness sent by the
jealousy of a goddess, into a boiling caldron over the fire.2
This looks like setiological myth to explain the gruesome
fact that Melikertes was worshipped with sacrifice of children.
This apparently still went on at Tenedos, his other strong-
hold, even in historic times 3—a thoroughly Phoenician
trait. Palaimon, however, who was identified with Melikertes,
is a Minoan hero ; witness his double-axe, which figures
both in his legend 4 and on the coins of Tenedos.
Nevertheless, not only is there no trace of Levantine
influence on the art of Ionia before about 700 b.c.—the end of
the Dark Age—but even the Greeks of Cyprus lived in a
separate world of their own, with hardly a trace of contact,
before the late eighth century, with Ionia or even with Rhodes.
Ionia faced the land, and was influenced not by the second-
hand Egypto-Assyrian art of Phoenicia, but by the far more
original and creative culture of Anatolia. A mixed half-
Asian breed as the lonians were, it was on an Asian basis that
they began to build up anew their civilization. They adopted
and Hellenized the Asian Archer-God, and Mother-Goddess
or Queen of the Beasts—Apollo of Klaros near Kolophon or
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